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Once upon a time

“other” content

library collection

Background image "Once in fairy tale" by Artiom P, CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/artiomp/3345860209/
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The argument about the death of libraries



“I am still standing”
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The actual death of the (public) library

According to the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy, national spending on 

the library service topped £1bn in 2009/10 but dropped to under £750m by 2019/20. This has 

coincided with the closure of some 773 library branches. […]

It has been suggested that libraries have found themselves in a vicious circle of low funding, 

causing the provision of a poorer service, leading in turn to further diminishing popularity with 

the public. […]

By contrast, others point out that the decline in library usage, and thus the potential waning of 

the traditional library model, is more the inevitable consequence of modern behavioral 

trends.

https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/public-libraries/

https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/public-libraries/
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Is it inevitable, is it just about the digital shift?
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What about academic libraries though?



Discovery – no longer in the library



User experience failures



Our collections are shrinking

Other stuff on the Internet
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Libraries and computational research?
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Dave de Roure, Oxford

https://www.slideshare.net/davidderoure/scholarly-social-machines
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Solution: a new model army library, pt1
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Solution: a new model army library, pt2

Library

Academics

Students

Partners
World



A simple transition to a new model?
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Open access…what will be the role of libraries though?
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Open science – can we really support it?

https://about.hindawi.com/blog/a-radically-open-approach-to-developing-infrastructure-for-open-science/

https://about.hindawi.com/blog/a-radically-open-approach-to-developing-infrastructure-for-open-science/
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Persistent identifiers: end of local data?
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Our #1 UI will be for software not people

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Card_puncher_-_NARA_-_513295.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Card_puncher_-_NARA_-_513295.jpg
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Algorithms will manage our content

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Motivator_HAL_9000_soory_dave.jpg CC BY 3.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Motivator_HAL_9000_soory_dave.jpg
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Big publishers reborn as data companies
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A negative view on our future role

• Role in discovery, access and managing content might be reduced

• We will procure, not run services and our information will be in the cloud

• Most of our digital services will actually be provided by a just few service providers

• Our role in open science services may be smaller than we expect

• Repositories could disappear behind commercial discovery layers

• Algorithms will control our content – and we won’t control or even understand them

=> Loss of control and transparency



What to do about it?
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Collective action

Photo by Alex Garland, shared CC By 2.0 by Backbone Campaign

https://www.flickr.com/photos/backbone_campaign/26614981203/
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Example: BIG Collection

BIG 10 Academic Alliance (BTAA)

Member Libraries:

University of Chicago

University of Illinois

Indiana University

University of Iowa

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

Michigan State University

University of Minnesota

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Northwestern University

The Ohio State University

The Pennsylvania State University

Purdue University

Rutgers University

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Image © Maurice York, Director of

Library Initiatives at BTAA

http://www1.lib.uchicago.edu/e/index.php3
http://www.library.uiuc.edu/
https://libraries.indiana.edu/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/
http://www.lib.umd.edu/
http://www.lib.umich.edu/
http://www.lib.msu.edu/
http://www.lib.umn.edu/
https://libraries.unl.edu/
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/
http://library.osu.edu/
https://libraries.psu.edu/
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/
http://www.library.wisc.edu/
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Community partners – libraries as campus interfaces and more
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Information literacy, skills and inclusion
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Building a global library social machine

Global library and collective action layer of the library as a
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https://content.iospress.com/articles/information-services-and-use/isu784

